
WESLOS
for ensemble of Partch instruments

by Christopher Otto (2018)

Performance Notes:

The ensemble is divided into two groups:

Group 1: Harmonic Canon 1, Diamond Marimba, Bass Marimba, Marimba Eroica
Group 2: Harmonic Canon 2, Kithara II, Cloud Chamber Bowls, Gourd Tree/Cone Gongs, 
Chromelodeon

If possible, the two groups should separated spatially, with the Harmonic Canon in the center.

Please be aware of the simultaneous attacks within each group.

All parts: Lascia vibrare sempre. 

In the faster parts, strive for evenness in the streams of equal durations (for example, durations of one 
16th,  three 32nds, five 32nds, seven 32nds, and eleven 32nds). 

Dynamics of each instrument are somewhat free, following the contours and phrases, and should range 
from moderate to very loud. Try to balance the ensemble so that each instrument can be heard. In the 
faster parts, emphasize the beginnings of groups of equal durations.

Both Harmonic Canon parts are played on the same instrument, Castor II. Player 1 stands on the usual
side of the instrument, and player 2 stands on the opposite side. Both parts strum the indicated strings 
over the given durations, ideally articulating even 32nd notes, but prioritizing the attack of each strum.

Cloud Chamber Bowls are always played on the sides, not the tops.

The lowest two Gourd Tree bells are written as middle C and D. Cone Gongs are notated as the A and 
B below middle C, and should always be played as edge tones.

The Chromelodeon uses only 5 subbass pitches, which are mapped to the lines of the staff. Always use
the bottom 4/3. Fade the last note over a few beats beyond the written duration to blend with the fading 
resonance of the other instruments.

Page turns should occur at the end of each odd-numbered page of the parts. These are the same within 
each group, and should be executed in a unified manner.

Duration: 15:46

Feel free to contact me at christopherotto@gmail.com with any questions.

mailto:christopherotto@gmail.com
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